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Willem Key was one of the leading portrait and history painters in sixteenth-century Antwerp. He was born
in Breda in 1516. Following in his older brother Wouter's footsteps, Willem went to Antwerp to become a
painter. He studied under Pieter Coecke (1529) and later, like Frans Floris, apprenticed in the workshop of
Lambert Lombard in Liege before becoming a free master in 1542. In 1568, just when he had reached the top
of his abilities and enjoyed the patronage of outstanding individuals and institutions, Willem Key died
suddenly. The artist's biographer and painter Karel van Mander tells us that Key was blessed with 'Sulcke
edele gheesten,' such a noble mind. And, he had a 'Docta manus,' a learned hand, as the Bruges humanist and
painter Domenicus Lampsonius phrased this topos in 1572. This is the first monograph to place Willem Key
and his oeuvre in a historical framework. It demonstrates why the nobility, including the Duke of Alba and
Cardinal Granvelle, considered him the best portrait painter of his day and why leading humanists viewed his
many history paintings as eloquent visualizations of contemporary art theory. The reason why Willem Key's
peers regarded him as such an exceptional painter lay in his creative ability to do battle on an uneven playing
field with the artists who had been to Italy. In his reconciliation of the Netherlandish tradition with the
rapidly advancing Italian manner, Key grasped the spirit of the Renaissance as formulated by Alberti. The
quintessence of Key's art inspired numerous artists in his own time and later, including the grandmaster of
the Baroque, Pieter Paul Rubens. By shedding light on this amazing confrere of Pieter Bruegel, Pieter
Aertsen, Anthonis Mor and Frans Floris and placing him in the highly complex and fascinating time he lived
in, this monograph and catalogue raisonne of the art of Willem Key restores the artist to his rightful place in
sixteenth-century Antwerp art. The book also contains an appendix of the many new works by Adriaen
Thomasz Key that have been discovered since the publication of the catalogue of Adriaen's oeuvre in this
same series in 2007.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Molina:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Willem Key
(1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA). All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Coleman Bailey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA).

Alfred Gates:

The book untitled Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA) contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice go through.

Juan Gilbert:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Willem Key (1516-1568). Portrait of a Humanist Painter (PICTURA NOVA). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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