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Both parties and interest groups matter to democracy. Historically, examples of close relationships between
the two abound. But perhaps the best known - because it was supposedly the most intimate and politically
important - is the relationship between left-of-centre parties and trade unions. Whether rooted in a shared
history, culture, and ideology or simply a 'marriage of convenience', the links between them helped socialist,
social democratic, and labour parties win power and deliver huge gains to the working class in the post-war
period. In recent decades, however, it has been widely argued that the links between left-of-centre parties and
trade unions have declined as their collaboration has become less mutually beneficial, not least as a
consequence of structural changes in the economy and labour market.

This volume interrogates, qualifies, and even challenges that widespread assumption. Based on a brand new
dataset, including organizational gathered by a cross-national team of experts, it uncovers and explores what
turns out to be considerable variation in the strength of contemporary organizational links between parties
and unions in twelve different countries that have been democracies since at least the mid- to late-1940s.
Testing a series of hypotheses on the importance of on the impact of particular political systems and socio-
economic factors, and on the costs and benefits for both parties and unions, detailed qualitative and
quantitative analysis reveals that, left-of-centre party-trade union links are stronger where trade unions are
larger, denser, and more unified and where parties are less able to rely on the state to finance their
organizational activities and electoral campaigns. Moreover, it remains the case that the links between parties
and unions still matter in policy terms.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Freeman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First
Century. Try to face the book Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First Century as your
buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Jeff Jaco:

This Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First Century usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade
Unions in the Twenty-First Century can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First
Century giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Wendy Lambert:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Left-of-Centre
Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First Century suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. The book untitled Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First Centuryis
the main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

John Gravatt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on



this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Left-of-Centre Parties and Trade Unions in the Twenty-First Century can make you
experience more interested to read.
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