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This review is part of the Closing the Quality Gap: Revisiting the State of the Science series, which aims to
provide critical analysis of the existing literature on quality improvement strategies for a selection of diseases
and practices. The review focuses on “bundled payment,” a strategy for health care quality improvement and
cost containment. This strategy has been the subject of increasing interest, with the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services announcing a large national bundled payment initiative in August 2011. Other reviews in
the series will address a range of quality improvement topics arising from portfolios (areas of research) of the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). We define “bundled payment” as a method in which
payments to health care providers are related to the predetermined expected costs of a grouping, or “bundle,”
of related health care services. In contrast, fee-for-service payment typically involves payments for
individual services, while capitation involves a single per capita prospective payment for all services over a
fixed period of time, regardless of the number of services or episodes of care provided within that period.
Within the bundled payment model, a variety of specific payment methods are possible. Bundles may be
defined in different ways, covering varying periods of time and including single or multiple health care
providers of different types. In addition, given the diversity and complexity of the U.S. health care delivery
system, bundled payment programs may be implemented in a variety of contexts that may influence their
effects on spending and quality. Bundled payment should create a financial incentive for providers to reduce
the number and cost of services contained in the bundle. Providers are typically given discretion over the
allocation of the services used to treat the patient’s episode most effectively. This flexibility may encourage
providers to use resources to coordinate care; often, these services are not reimbursed under fee-for-service
payment. If the bundle includes services delivered by multiple providers in multiple settings, providers have
to create a mechanism for managing the shared payment for a given treatment or condition, which could also
foster coordination. Several types of undesired effects of bundled payment have also been postulated. The
most significant potential undesired effects include underuse of effective services within the bundle,
avoidance of high-risk patients, and an increase in the number of bundles reimbursed (increasing health
spending). Providers under bundled payment may “game” the system by changing coding practices to
maximize reimbursement for the bundle (“upcoding”) or by moving services in time or location to qualify
for separate reimbursement (“unbundling”). This review was designed to address the uncertainties about the
effects of bundled payment on spending and quality measures. It should help readers (1) understand what the
evidence shows about the effects of bundled payment on health care spending and quality of care, and (2)
understand key design and contextual features of bundled payment programs and their association with
bundled payment effects. The review addressed three Key Questions: 1. What does the evidence show on the
effects of bundled payment versus usual (predominantly fee-for-service) payment on health care spending
and quality measures? 2. Does the evidence show differences in the effects of bundled payment systems by
key design features? 3. Does the evidence show differences in the effects of bundled payment systems by
key contextual factors?
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From reader reviews:

Mary Kenney:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of 1. Bundled Payment: Effects on Health Care
Spending and Quality: Closing the Quality Gap: Revisiting the State of the Science (Evidence
Report/Technology Assessment Number 208) to read.

Bernard Kovach:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this 1.
Bundled Payment: Effects on Health Care Spending and Quality: Closing the Quality Gap: Revisiting the
State of the Science (Evidence Report/Technology Assessment Number 208).

Ricardo Hempel:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be 1. Bundled Payment: Effects on Health Care Spending
and Quality: Closing the Quality Gap: Revisiting the State of the Science (Evidence Report/Technology
Assessment Number 208) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cory Thomas:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to



share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is 1. Bundled Payment: Effects on Health Care Spending and Quality: Closing
the Quality Gap: Revisiting the State of the Science (Evidence Report/Technology Assessment Number 208)
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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