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Many policymakers argue that the best poverty policy not only provides cash to the poor for subsistence but
also incentives and structures that encourage long-term social and economic improvement. As part of this,
they make the case for Individual Development Accounts (IDAs), a new policy proposal designed to help the
poor save and to build assets. This book explores IDAs to determine their effectiveness.

IDAs are matched savings accounts targeted on low-income, low-wealth individuals. Savings in IDAs are
used for home ownership, post-secondary education, small business development, and other purposes. Do
IDAs work? If they do, for whom? And does how an IDA is designed determine savings outcomes? This
volume is the first analysis of matched savings by the poor to use data from monthly bank statements. It
comes at a critical time, as debate rages over the merits of individual social security accounts. IDAs also
respond to policy that is becoming more asset based and less inclusive of the poor. The authors argue for the
efficacy of IDAs to counter this tendency. They find that while savings outcomes vary among participants,
no characteristics (such as low income or public assistance) preclude saving. They examine effects of IDA
design (the match rate, savings targets, and the use of automatic transfer) on savings results and analyze
factors that influence varying rates of saving and spending over time. They conclude that financial education
and other support services, though costly, improve savings performance. To address the issue of cost they
suggest a two-tier system of IDA design, one with broad access and simple services and the other with
targeted access and intensive services.

Can the Poor Save? offers a wealth of lessons to those interested in saving and asset accumulation among
the poor. It not only breaks new ground in the scientific study of savings behavior, but also offers concrete,
evidence-based recommendations to improve policies designed to encourage the poor to save and how to
make such policies more inclusive.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Can the Poor Save?: Saving and
Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in
Individual Development Accounts can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Richard Bennett:

Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Can the
Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Kendrick Hardee:

The book untitled Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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