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Despite the popularity of the concept of anomie in contemporary social sciences, very little is known about
the history of the concept before Durkheim. Following Robert Merton's remark in 1949 that 'the term
anomie. . . might well become the object of an investigation by a student interested in the historical filiation
of ideas/ this study documents and discusses the evidence of pre-sociological interest in anomie in Classical
Greek philosophy, biblical literature, and English Renaissance theological and legal writings. In addition, it
traces the resurrection of the word in nineteenth-century France (before Durkheim), and its adoption in
Durkheim's sociology and contemporary social sciences. To this task, the author brings an academic
background in philosophy and in classical sociological theory, and a knowledge of the foreign languages that
gave him direct access to the original texts (in classical Greek, Latin, and French). The book is not only
relevant because it traces the history of anomie, but also because it highlights the varieties of moral
assumptions that have accounted, historically, for the formulation of antithetical theories about human
nature, reason, morality, and justice. The historical perspective makes it possible to show similarities
between theories of anomie that are far apart in time: sophistic philosophy and contemporary theories of
anomie, Plato's and Durkheim's social theories, and late Judaic thought and Durkheimian sociology. The
findings in this monograph are relevant to professionals in the areas of historical sociology, the sociology of
knowledge, deviance, the history of ideas, and moral philosophy, and to undergraduate and graduate students
in these areas. In addition, the book features an exhaustive bibliographical appendix which lists the literature
on anomie from classical Greek texts to the latest publications on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Anomie: History and Meanings
book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Cheryl Thornton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Anomie: History and Meanings is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Harold Walsh:

Precisely why? Because this Anomie: History and Meanings is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Vincent Mickens:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book Anomie: History and Meanings we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Anomie: History and Meanings. You can
more desirable than now.
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