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The book explores the influence, depth, validity, and context (both national and international) of Laing's
work as well as his fall from grace.

Miller traces Laing's tumultuous life and career, as he moved from the forefront of humane, and humanist,
psychiatry to a position of notoriety. Later in life, he was an alcoholic, professionally unlicensed, and as
disturbed, at times, as anyone he had ever treated. His work also descended into near-madness -- implying,
for example, that his problems could be traced to the hostility of his mother's uterus, eight days after he was
conceived.

It is hard to forget such a figure; but it is easy to overlook the radical challenge to psychiatry of his earlier
work and ideas. Since Laing refused to view mental illness in biomedical/clinical terms, he has often been
labeled as part of the so-called 'antipsychiatry' movement, alongside figures such as David Cooper, Thomas
Szasz and Michel Foucault. Moreover, the Langham Clinic in London (1962-1965), a therapeutic community
founded by Laing, the hierarchical distinction between physicians and patients was essentially eliminated.
However, Laing strongly rejected this label as being against psychiatry. He never denied that mentally ill
people are in need of help -- he simply did not believe that conventional psychiatry provided the answer. In
particular, he opposed the use of lobotomies, ECT and the dehumanizing effects of incarceration in
psychiatric hospitals.

Much attention has been paid to the psycho-biographical aspects of Laing's life. He seems to have been
raised in the kind of family he would later come to regard as conducive to schizophrenia. Although his
upbringing gave Laing a motive and material for his theories, it did not give him the intellectual skills to
analyze his own experience.

While some contend that Laing was a charlatan and a self-publicist, this book shows, though, that there are
many good reasons why conventional psychiatric diagnosis, care and treatment may be challenged.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This R. D. Laing is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Gilbert:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The R. D. Laing is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Holly Walker:

The book untitled R. D. Laing contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice read.

William Pettigrew:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide R. D. Laing was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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