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An insightful examination of the impact of the Civil Rights Movement and African Independence on jazz in
the 1950s and 60s, Freedom Sounds traces the complex relationships among music, politics, aesthetics, and
activism through the lens of the hot button racial and economic issues of the time. Ingrid Monson illustrates
how the contentious and soul-searching debates in the Civil Rights, African Independence, and Black Power
movements shaped aesthetic debates and exerted a moral pressure on musicians to take action. Throughout,
her arguments show how jazz musicians' quest for self-determination as artists and human beings also led to
fascinating and far reaching musical explorations and a lasting ethos of social critique and transcendence.

Across a broad body of issues of cultural and political relevance, Freedom Sounds considers the discursive,
structural, and practical aspects of life in the jazz world in the 1950s and 1960s. In domestic politics, Monson
explores the desegregation of the American Federation of Musicians, the politics of playing to segregated
performance venues in the 1950s, the participation of jazz musicians in benefit concerts, and strategies of
economic empowerment. Issues of transatlantic importance such as the effects of anti-colonialism and
African nationalism on the politics and aesthetics of the music are also examined, from Paul Robeson's
interest in Africa, to the State Department jazz tours, to the interaction of jazz musicians such Art Blakey and
Randy Weston with African and African diasporic aesthetics.

Monson deftly explores musicians' aesthetic agency in synthesizing influential forms of musical expression
from a multiplicity of stylistic and cultural influences--African American music, popular song, classical
music, African diasporic aesthetics, and other world musics--through examples from cool jazz, hard bop,
modal jazz, and the avant-garde. By considering the differences between aesthetic and socio-economic
mobility, she presents a fresh interpretation of debates over cultural ownership, racism, reverse racism, and
authenticity.

Freedom Sounds will be avidly read by students and academics in musicology, ethnomusicology,
anthropology, popular music, African American Studies, and African diasporic studies, as well as fans of
jazz, hip hop, and African American music.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa. Try to
make the book Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa as your close friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Ashcraft:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
involving Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Robert Doyle:

The publication untitled Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa is the publication that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Todd Voss:

You may get this Freedom Sounds: Civil Rights Call out to Jazz and Africa by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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