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Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts is based on Miguel de Cervantes's Don Quixote,
published in two parts (1605, 1615). The play does not attempt to "adapt" the novel, but rather to evoke both
Don Quixote's errant knighthood and Cervantes's confrontation with literary tradition. Each of the elements-
the knight's actions and the author's self-conscious approach to writing-is broadly comic and, at the same
time, profound, serious, and engaging. At the opening of the play, as in the prologue to Part 1 of the novel, a
fictionalized Cervantes is distraught because he has a finished manuscript but no erudite prologue. A friend
advises him to write whatever he likes, just to fill up the space of a prologue. This is the start of something
big. As the story proper begins, a small landowner who has become mad from excessive reading of romances
of chivalry sets out to right the world's wrongs; he calls himself Don Quixote de la Mancha, and he is later
accompanied by his squire, the illiterate but crafty Sancho Panza. Don Quixote and Sancho face a number of
obstacles on the road and subsequently find themselves at an inn, where they come across the priest and the
barber from their village, who have set out to rescue the knight. True to the strange and contradictory
chronology of the novel, they also meet an American professor and graduate student, who are Don Quixote
scholars. In Act 2, as in Part 2 of the novel, Don Quixote finds out that a chronicle of his deeds has been
published, and, in many cases, characters are familiar with the story. A duke and duchess with a good deal of
money and with time on their hands invite Don Quixote and Sancho to their palace, where they devise plots
to entertain themselves at the expense of the knight and his squire. They even confer on Sancho the
governorship of an island. After departing from the palace, Don Quixote discovers that a false chronicle has
been published, and he runs into a character from that book, who certifies that the Don Quixote before him is
the genuine knight. Returning home after a defeat in battle, Don Quixote regains his sanity and dies, but he
has left an indelible imprint in the memory of those who have followed his trajectory. Crossing the Line
captures the spirit of Don Quixote: the humor, the satirical edge, the intricacies of reading and writing, the
interest in points of contact between art and life, and the highlighting of irony on all levels. Cervantes
represents reality through a dynamic mix of realism and metafiction, self-reference to the nth degree.
Stressing the interrelation of process and product, he reveals the seams in his literary tapestry. Inspired by the
lessons of the master, Crossing the Line looks to create its own quixotic route for the stage. Edward
Friedman is Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of Spanish, Professor of Comparative Literature, and
director of the Robert Penn Warren Center for the Humanities at Vanderbilt University. He is a past
president of the Cervantes Society of America and editor of the theater journal Bulletin of the Comediantes.
He has published several adaptations, and his play Wit's End, based on Lope de Vega's La dama boba, was
performed at Vanderbilt during the 2006-2007 season, under the direction of Jeffrey Ullom.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

Here thing why this particular Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--
Hispanic Monographs) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Crossing the Line: A Quixotic
Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Crossing
the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs) in e-book
can be your choice.

Lisa Sullivan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La
Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in
Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form
of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La
Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gregory Polster:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic Monographs).

Randall Wilmes:

The book untitled Crossing the Line: A Quixotic Adventure in Two Acts (Juan de La Cuesta--Hispanic



Monographs) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice read.
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