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In 1948, two years before Cold War tensions resulted in the invasion of South Korea by North Korea that
started the Korean War, the first major political confrontation between leftists and rightists occurred on the
South Korean island of Cheju. Communist activists disrupted United Nations-sanctioned elections and
military personnel were deployed to Cheju. What began as a counterinsurgency operation targeting 350 local
rebels resulted in the deaths of around 30,000 uninvolved civilians, 10 percent of the island's population.

Su-kyoung Hwang's Korea's Grievous War recounts the civilian experience of anticommunist violence,
beginning with the Cheju Uprising in 1948 and continuing through the Korean War until 1953. Wartime
declarations of emergency by both the U.S. and Korean governments were issued to contain communism, but
a major consequence of their actions was to contribute to the loss of over two million civilian lives. Hwang
inventories the persecutions of left-leaning intellectuals under the South Korean regime of Syngman Rhee
and the executions of political prisoners and innocent civilians to "prevent" their collaboration with North
Korea. She highlights the role of the United States in observing, documenting, and yet failing to intervene in
the massacres and of the U.S. Air Force's three-year firebombing of North and South Korea.

Hwang draws on archival research and personally conducted interviews to recount vividly the acts of
anticommunist violence at the human level and illuminate the sufferings of civilian victims. Korea's
Grievous War presents the historical background, political motivations, legal bases, and social consequences
of anticommunist violence, tracing the enduring legacy of this destruction in the testimonies of survivors and
bereaved families that only now can give voice to the lived experience of the grievous war and its aftermath.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Seery:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Korea's
Grievous War (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights).

Cary Freeman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Korea's Grievous War (Pennsylvania Studies in Human
Rights) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Cynthia Tso:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Korea's Grievous War (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Thomas Crittenden:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Korea's Grievous War (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) we can consider more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Korea's Grievous War



(Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). You can more appealing than now.
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