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"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S. Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei) has been called the fifth
Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in
its own time for its literary qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated as a "dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen Qing, a wealthy, young,
dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden
Lotus." In her desire to influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare the rivalries within this
wealthy family while chronicling its rise and fall. It fields a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage
in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a pseudonym, means "Scoffing
Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso
collection of voices and vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment mordantly on the society of
the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington University, who situates the novel
for contemporary readers and explains its greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition.
This translation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement Egerton with the
assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the most prominent Chinese writers of the
twentieth century. The translation has been pinyinized and corrected.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle
Classics) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Mary Crist:

This book untitled Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Patrick Reyes:

The book with title Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) posesses a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tammy Schuler:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei
(Tuttle Classics) or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Golden Lotus Volume 1: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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