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Few musical works loom as large in Western culture as Richard Wagner's four-part Ring of the Nibelung. In
Finding an Ending, two eminent philosophers, Philip Kitcher and Richard Schacht, offer an illuminating
look at this greatest of Wagner's achievements, focusing on its far-reaching and subtle exploration of
problems of meanings and endings in this life and world.

Kitcher and Schacht plunge the reader into the heart of Wagner's Ring, drawing out the philosophical and
human significance of the text and the music. They show how different forms of love, freedom, heroism,
authority, and judgment are explored and tested as it unfolds. As they journey across its sweeping musical-
dramatic landscape, Kitcher and Schacht lead us to the central concern of the Ring--the problem of endowing
life with genuine significance that can be enhanced rather than negated by its ending, if the right sort of
ending can be found. The drama originates in Wotan's quest for a transformation of the primordial state of
things into a world in which life can be lived more meaningfully. The authors trace the evolution of Wotan's
efforts, the intricate problems he confronts, and his failures and defeats. But while the problem Wotan poses
for himself proves to be insoluble as he conceives of it, they suggest that his very efforts and failures set the
stage for the transformation of his problem, and for the only sort of resolution of it that may be humanly
possible--to which it is not Siegfried but rather Brünnhilde who shows the way.

The Ring's ending, with its passing of the gods above and destruction of the world below, might seem to be
devastating; but Kitcher and Schacht see a kind of meaning in and through the ending revealed to us that is
profoundly affirmative, and that has perhaps never been so powerfully and so beautifully expressed.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Finding an Ending: Reflections on Wagner's
Ring. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

William Fuller:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Finding an Ending: Reflections on
Wagner's Ring to read.

Chad Smith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to
remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular
Finding an Ending: Reflections on Wagner's Ring book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Rene Hudson:

You will get this Finding an Ending: Reflections on Wagner's Ring by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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