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Finalist for the Charlotte Mew Prize

Acid and Tender is rich with music, vivid detail and the tensions suggested in the title. The poems that
explore Frida Kahlo’s life and art mirror her surreal imagery and passion, a worthy homage. Jen Rouse gets
to the heart of both poetry and painting when she writes, I paint/ the flowers so they/ will not die.
—Ellen Bass, Judge of the Charlotte Mew Prize

Jen Rouse’s poems are the dark and delightful imaginings of a born fairytale maker. Into the woods we go,
there to find a girl with a hummingbird head, a resurrected Frida, a pair of small ruthless kings, a phoenix in
a coffee shop, blow darts, knives, wings of Jurassic proportion. All is fabulous, all is makebelieve. Or not.
Reader: read carefully. These poems walk the blood edge of real.
—Maureen Seaton, Author of Fibonacci Batman: New & Selected Poems

Jen Rouse’s Acid and Tender embraces the tragic myth of Frida Kahlo—though not through the artist’s
biography. Instead, this poet approaches the iconography of Kahlo’s paintings as if crafting intercessory
prayers to the feminist icon. The poetry then shifts from art historical references to a personal journey that
indulges the memories of being a mother, daughter, and granddaughter confronted by mythic figures. Such
abstract memories, in turn, leave her readers incessantly craving more of that sweet nectar sought by the
hummingbird that weaves its way through Rouse’s collection.
—Christina Morris Penn-Goetsch, Professor of Art History, Cornell College
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From reader reviews:

Hyacinth Mills:

In other case, little people like to read book Acid and Tender. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Acid and Tender. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Short:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Acid and Tender, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Donald Benson:

This Acid and Tender is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having bit of digest in reading this Acid and Tender can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Shawn Young:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Acid and Tender can make you really feel more interested to read.
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