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Most of the major black literary and cultural movements of the twentieth century have been understood and
interpreted as secular, secularizing and, at times, profane. In this book, Josef Sorett demonstrates that
religion was actually a formidable force within these movements, animating and organizing African
American literary visions throughout the years between the New Negro Renaissance of the 1920s and the
Black Arts movement of the 1960s. Sorett unveils the contours of a literary history that remained
preoccupied with religion even as it was typically understood by authors, readers, and critics alike to be
modern and, therefore, secular.

Spirit in the Dark offers an account of the ways in which religion, especially Afro-Protestantism, remained
pivotal to the ideas and aspirations of African American literature across much of the twentieth century.
From the dawn of the New Negro Renaissance until the ascendance of the Black Arts movement, black
writers developed a spiritual grammar for discussing race and art by drawing on terms such as "church" and
"spirit" that were part of the landscape and lexicon of American religious history. Sorett demonstrates that
religion and spirituality have been key categories for identifying and interpreting what was (or was not)
perceived to constitute or contribute to black literature and culture. By examining figures and movements
that have typically been cast as "secular," he offers theoretical insights that trouble the boundaries of what
counts as "sacred" in scholarship on African American religion and culture. Ultimately, Spirit in the Dark
reveals religion to be an essential ingredient, albeit one that was always questioned and contested, in the
forging of an African American literary tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Morgan Lytle:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Spirit in the Dark: A
Religious History of Racial Aesthetics? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have different opinion?

William Rice:

This book untitled Spirit in the Dark: A Religious History of Racial Aesthetics to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Katherine Clark:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Spirit
in the Dark: A Religious History of Racial Aesthetics, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Michael Blossom:

This Spirit in the Dark: A Religious History of Racial Aesthetics is great e-book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Spirit in
the Dark: A Religious History of Racial Aesthetics in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in
it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?
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