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An extraordinary prodigy of Mozartean abilities, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was a distinguished
composer and conductor, a legendary pianist and organist, and an accomplished painter and classicist.
Lionized in his lifetime, he is best remembered today for several staples of the concert hall and for such
popular music as "The Wedding March" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing."
Now, in the first major Mendelssohn biography to appear in decades, R. Larry Todd offers a remarkably
fresh account of this musical giant, based upon painstaking research in autograph manuscripts,
correspondence, diaries, and paintings. Rejecting the view of the composer as a craftsman of felicitous but
sentimental, saccharine works (termed by one critic "moonlight with sugar water"), Todd reexamines the
composer's entire oeuvre, including many unpublished and little known works. Here are engaging analyses
of Mendelssohn's distinctive masterpieces--the zestful Octet, puckish Midsummer Night's Dream, haunting
Hebrides Overtures, and elegiac Violin Concerto in E minor. Todd describes how the composer excelled in
understatement and nuance, in subtle, coloristic orchestrations that lent his scores an undeniable freshness
and vividness. He also explores Mendelssohn's changing awareness of his religious heritage, Wagner's
virulent anti-Semitic attack on Mendelssohn's music, the composer's complex relationship with his sister
Fanny Hensel, herself a child prodigy and prolific composer, his avocation as a painter and draughtsman, and
his remarkable, polylingual correspondence with the cultural elite of his time.
Mendelssohn: A Life offers a masterful blend of biography and musical analysis. Readers will discover many
new facets of the familiar but misunderstood composer and gain new perspectives on one of the most
formidable musical geniuses of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

The book Mendelssohn: A Life in Music gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Mendelssohn: A Life in Music to get
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book Mendelssohn: A
Life in Music. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Nicolas Olsen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Mendelssohn: A Life
in Music is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Leroy Moore:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Mendelssohn:
A Life in Music suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Mendelssohn: A Life in Musicis a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Jose Hackler:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Mendelssohn: A Life in Music it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.
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