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In this book Walter Burkert, the most eminent living historian of ancient Greek religion, has produced the
standard work for our time on that subject. First published in German in 1977, it has now been translated into
English with the assistance of the author himself. A clearly structured and readable survey for students and
scholars, it will be welcomed as the best modern account of any polytheistic religious system.

Burkert draws on archaeological discoveries, insights from other disciplines, and inscriptions in Linear B to
reconstruct the practices and beliefs of the Minoan–Mycenaean age. The major part of his book is devoted to
the archaic and classical epochs. He describes the various rituals of sacrifice and libation and explains Greek
beliefs about purification. He investigates the inspiration behind the great temples at Olympia, Delphi, Delos,
and the Acropolis?discussing the priesthood, sanctuary, and oracles. Considerable attention is given to the
individual gods, the position of the heroes, and beliefs about the afterlife. The different festivals are used to
illuminate the place of religion in the society of the city-state. The mystery cults, at Eleusis and among the
followers of Bacchus and Orpheus, are also set in that context. The book concludes with an assessment of the
great classical philosophers’ attitudes to religion.

Insofar as possible, Burkert lets the evidence?from literature and legend, vase paintings and
archaeology?speak for itself; he elucidates the controversies surrounding its interpretation without glossing
over the enigmas that remain. Throughout, the notes (updated for the English-language edition) afford a
wealth of further references as the text builds up its coherent picture of what is known of the religion of
ancient Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jackson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Greek Religion. All type of book would
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Darlene Lewis:

This Greek Religion tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Greek Religion can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Greek Religion giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Alta Favors:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Greek Religion which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Kelley Hardy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Greek Religion can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Greek Religion.
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