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The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota on Mathematics and Phenomenology, authored by Fabrizio
Palombi, is the first book to study Rota’s philosophical reflection. Rota (1932–1999) was a leading figure in
contemporary mathematics and an outstanding philosopher, inspired by phenomenology, who made
fundamental contributions to combinatorial analysis, and trained several generations of mathematicians in his
long career at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and the Los Alamos National Laboratory.

The first chapter of the book reconstructs Rota’s cultural biography and examines his philosophical style, his
criticisms of analytical philosophy, and his reflection on Heidegger’s thought. The second chapter presents a
general picture of Rota’s re-elaboration of phenomenology examined in the light of the Husserlian notion of
Fundierung. This chapter also illustrates how the star-shape becomes a powerful instrument for
understanding the properties of Husserl’s mereology and the critique of objectivism. The third chapter is a
theoretical reflection on the nature of mathematical entities, and the fourth examines the complex relation of
mathematical research with technological applicability and scientific progress. The foreword of the text is
written by Robert Sokolowski.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Capps:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you have
it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota on Mathematics and Phenomenology as the daily
resource information.

Laurie Riley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo
Rota on Mathematics and Phenomenology guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Star
and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota on Mathematics and Phenomenology as good book not merely by the cover
but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jennifer Joseph:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota
on Mathematics and Phenomenology can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Johnny Hoffman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota on
Mathematics and Phenomenology was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Star and the Whole: Gian-Carlo Rota on Mathematics and Phenomenology has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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