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Best known as an experimental composer and performer, John Cage (1912–1992) was also an active visual
artist who created an extensive body of prints, drawings, and watercolors over the last twenty years of his
life. The Sight of Silence: John Cage’s Complete Watercolors provides the first opportunity to see all 125
signed watercolors that Cage created during four week-long sessions at the Mountain Lake Workshop,
Virginia, between 1983 and 1990.

In all of his work, regardless of medium, Cage consistently dismissed conventional aesthetics by limiting or
eliminating the artist’s choice in the creative process. In composing his watercolors, he relied on his
signature method of "chance operations," guided by a system of random numbers derived from the ancient
Chinese Book of Changes, or I Ching.

This book’s critical essay and accompanying workshop diaries relate the methods at play in Cage’s visual art
to those of his musical compositions and theater pieces. The accompanying DVD offers a "live" view of
John Cage at work, featuring a public reading with audience discussion, as well as an interview with him
about his watercolor paintings. As visual evidence of the methods of chance that Cage employed for decades,
the watercolors in this book and the video footage on the accompanying DVD offer an entrée into Cage’s
music and writings and present a greatly enhanced understanding of one of the twentieth century’s most
mystifying artists and most creative thinkers.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Sight of Silence: John Cage's Complete Watercolors.

Herbert Haubrich:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Sight of Silence:
John Cage's Complete Watercolors? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

Donna Layne:

The event that you get from The Sight of Silence: John Cage's Complete Watercolors is the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Sight of Silence: John Cage's Complete Watercolors giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Sight of Silence: John Cage's
Complete Watercolors instantly.

Virginia Comer:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Sight of Silence: John Cage's Complete
Watercolors is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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