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The Jews have one of the longest continuously recorded histories of any people in the world, but what do we
actually know about their origins? While many think the answer to this question can be found in the Bible,
others look to archaeology or genetics. Some skeptics have even sought to debunk the very idea that the Jews
have a common origin. In this book, Steven Weitzman takes a learned and lively look at what we know--or
think we know--about where the Jews came from, when they arose, and how they came to be.

Scholars have written hundreds of books on the topic and come up with scores of explanations, theories, and
historical reconstructions, but this is the first book to trace the history of the different approaches that have
been applied to the question, including genealogy, linguistics, archaeology, psychology, sociology, and
genetics. Weitzman shows how this quest has been fraught since its inception with religious and political
agendas, how anti-Semitism cast its long shadow over generations of learning, and how recent claims about
Jewish origins have been difficult to disentangle from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He does not offer
neatly packaged conclusions but invites readers on an intellectual adventure, shedding new light on the
assumptions and biases of those seeking answers--and the challenges that have made finding answers so
elusive.

Spanning more than two centuries and drawing on the latest findings, The Origin of the Jews brings needed
clarity and historical context to this enduring and often divisive topic.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject The Origin of the
Jews: The Quest for Roots in a Rootless Age suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled The Origin of the Jews: The Quest for Roots in a Rootless Ageis the one of
several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Princess Bequette:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this The Origin of the Jews: The Quest for Roots in a Rootless Age, you could tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Douglas Quintanar:

The Origin of the Jews: The Quest for Roots in a Rootless Age can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Origin of the
Jews: The Quest for Roots in a Rootless Age yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Allen Yopp:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Origin of the Jews: The Quest
for Roots in a Rootless Age is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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