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A rare memoir of growing up Old Order Mennonite

Rolling Down Black Stockings is a personal recollection of Esther Royer Ayers’s youth spent in a highly
restrictive and confined religious community. Her story is as much a search for identity and a longing for a
mother’s love as it is a tale about a totalitarian culture that led to her departure from the Old Order
Mennonite religion.

This poignant story is told in three books: book 1 describes her youth in a farm community on the outskirts
of Columbiana, Ohio; book 2 follows the struggles of Ayers as she tries to fit in with another culture after
leaving the church when her family moves to Akron, Ohio; and book 3 discusses the history and cultural
dynamics of the religion.

Ayers recounts how the Old Order Mennonite Church came into existence. Her personal account begins
when she was eight years old, watching as her mother took care of her sick father. With intelligence and
insight, Ayers describes how her family coped with the burden of not having enough income, which meant
that the children were expected to work instead of getting an education. When secular educational leaders
closed the one-room schoolhouses that served her Mennonite community, Ayers relates her difficulties trying
to fit in at the public school and how she and her siblings were required to fail classes so that they would be
expelled. It concludes with reflections on what all this meant to her.

A rare and moving memoir, Rolling Down Black Stockings is also a valuable piece of social history that will
appeal to historians as well as those interested in separatist communities and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of
the Old Order Mennonite Religion book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Peter Gomez:

The feeling that you get from Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite
Religion may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Rolling Down Black
Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order
Mennonite Religion instantly.

Lenora Dryer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion this
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Richard Graham:

This Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion is fresh way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Rolling Down Black Stockings: A Passage Out of the Old Order Mennonite Religion can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People



who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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