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Susan Van Sleet-artist, reunited birthmother, and writer-shares a gripping and sometimes raw account of
being sent away as a pregnant teen in an era when the shame of giving up a child was punished by the
deafening silence that followed. Her inspirational memoir sheds new light on the shadowy era of closed
adoption and validates how her vow of secrecy manifested itself through emotionally saturated canvases and
poignant poetry. Mary & Me, Beyond the Canvas was written following the author's reunion with her
twenty-seven-year-old daughter. As an artist, Susan transferred feelings of guilt to her canvases. A series of
self-portraiture began to emerge during her three-month period of confinement, in 1966. Having promised to
surrender her firstborn child through closed adoption, she silently channeled her remorse through art therapy
as she painted somber reflections of herself. Two months after giving up her baby, while taking a three-
dimensional art course at college, Susan sculpted an unusual clay piece. The hollow-bellied, veiled woman
represented loss and guilt. Following her year of studies, her artwork changed dramatically as guilt gave way
to deep longing for the little girl she was forbidden to see. Susan had been told to forget about her child. That
never happened. Continuing to use art as therapy, Susan processed her silenced emotions for more than two
decades as the girl she privately named "Mary" grew up on canvas. When they met, Mary-whose given name
is Jeanne-shared photos from her childhood. The resemblance between Jeanne's actual pictures and the
paintings Susie created for two decades (never having set eyes on her daughter) were not a coincidence.
There was a connection of epic proportion between mother and child, and a reunion that could not be denied.
Their face-to-face experience brought eventual closure. As a writer, Van Sleet began putting pen to paper
only after being reunited with her daughter. A floodgate of buried pervasive thou
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas: An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and
Reunion.

Dorothy Bernstein:

The e-book untitled Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas: An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and
Reunion is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas:
An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and Reunion from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Alyson Ward:

Typically the book Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas: An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and Reunion
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Kent Brown:

Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas: An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and Reunion can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Mary & Me Beyond the Canvas: An Extraordinary Story of Adoption, Loss, and
Reunion but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial contemplating.
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