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Ironically, the philosophy of love has long been neglected by philosophers, so-called “lovers of wisdom,”
who would seemingly need to understand how one best becomes a lover. In Kierkegaard and the Philosophy
of Love, Michael Strawser shows that the philosophy of love lies at the heart of Kierkegaard’s writings, as he
argues that the central issue of Kierkegaard’s authorship can and should be understood more broadly as the
task of becoming a lover. Strawser starts by identifying the questions (How should I love the other? Is self-
love possible? How can I love God?) and themes (love’s immediacy, intentionality, unity, and eternity) that
are central to the philosophy of love, and he develops a rich context that includes analyses of the conceptions
of love found in Plato, Spinoza, and Hegel, as well as prominent contemporary thinkers. Strawser provides
an original and wide-ranging analysis of Kierkegaard’s writings—from the early The Concept of Irony and
Edifying Discourses to the late The Moment, while maintaining the prominence of Works of Love— to
demonstrate how Kierkegaard’s writings on love are relevant to the emerging study of the philosophy of love
today. The most unique perspective of this work, however, is Strawser’s argument that Kierkegaard’s
writings on love are most fruitfully understood within the context of a phenomenology of love. In
interpreting Kierkegaard as a phenomenologist of love, Strawser claims that it is not Husserl and Heidegger
that we should look to for a connection in the first instance, but rather Max Scheler, Dietrich von Hildebrand,
Emmanuel Levinas, and most importantly, Jean-Luc Marion, who for the most part center their thinking on
the phenomenological nature of love. Based on an analysis of the works of these thinkers together with
Kierkegaard’s writings, Strawser argues that Kierkegaard presents readers with a first phenomenology of
love, a point of view that serves as a unifying perspective throughout this work while also pointing to areas
for future scholarship. Overall, this work brings seemingly divergent perspectives into a unity brought about
through a focus on love—which is, after all, a unifying force.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Kierkegaard and the Philosophy
of Love? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Veronica Gregor:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mike Hart:

Here thing why this Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Kierkegaard and the
Philosophy of Love. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love in e-book can be your option.

Tommy Bowles:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified
as of book Kierkegaard and the Philosophy of Love. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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