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The Unpredictable Species argues that the human brain evolved in a way that enhances our cognitive
flexibility and capacity for innovation and imitation. In doing so, the book challenges the central claim of
evolutionary psychology that we are locked into predictable patterns of behavior that were fixed by genes,
and refutes the claim that language is innate. Philip Lieberman builds his case with evidence from
neuroscience, genetics, and physical anthropology, showing how our basal ganglia--structures deep within
the brain whose origins predate the dinosaurs--came to play a key role in human creativity. He demonstrates
how the transfer of information in these structures was enhanced by genetic mutation and evolution, giving
rise to supercharged neural circuits linking activity in different parts of the brain. Human invention,
expressed in different epochs and locales in the form of stone tools, digital computers, new art forms,
complex civilizations--even the latest fashions--stems from these supercharged circuits.

The Unpredictable Species boldly upends scientifically controversial yet popular beliefs about how our
brains actually work. Along the way, this compelling book provides insights into a host of topics related to
human cognition, including associative learning, epigenetics, the skills required to be a samurai, and the
causes of cognitive confusion on Mount Everest and of Parkinson's disease.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Brown:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer involving The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Unpredictable Species: What Makes
Humans Unique is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Cedric Baker:

This The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans
Unique can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Daniels:

Beside this particular The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The Unpredictable Species: What Makes Humans Unique because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find
this book along with read it from now!

Floyd Eichner:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Unpredictable Species: What Makes
Humans Unique can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more



than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Unpredictable Species:
What Makes Humans Unique.
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