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Like many western boomtowns at the turn of the twentieth century, Spokane, Washington, enjoyed a lively
theatrical scene, ranging from plays, concerts, and operas to salacious variety and vaudeville shows. Yet
even as Spokanites took pride in their city’s reputation as a “good show town,” the more genteel among them
worried about its “Wild West” atmosphere. In Show Town, historian Holly George correlates the clash of
tastes and sensibilities among Spokane’s theater patrons with a larger shift in values occurring throughout the
Inland West—and the nation—during a period of rapid social change.

George begins this multifaceted story in 1890, when two Spokane developers built the lavish Auditorium
Theater as a kind of advertisement for the young city. The new venue catered to a class of people made
wealthy by speculation, railroads, and mining. Yet the refined entertainment the Auditorium offered
conflicted with the rollicking shows that played in the town’s variety theaters, designed to draw in the
migratory workers—primarily single men—who provided labor for the same industries that made the
fortunes of Spokane’s elite. As well-to-do Spokanites attempted to clamp down on the variety theaters,
performances at even the city’s more respectable, “legitimate” playhouses began to reflect a movement away
from Victorian sensibilities to a more modern desire for self-fulfillment—particularly among women.
Theaters joined the debate over modern femininity by presenting plays on issues ranging from woman’s
suffrage to shifting marital expectations. At the same time, national theater monopolies transmitted to the
people of Spokane new styles and tastes that mirrored larger cultural trends.

Lucidly written and meticulously researched, Show Town is a groundbreaking work of cultural history. By
examining one city’s theatrical scene in all its complex dimensions, this book expands our understanding of
the forces that shaped the urban American West.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Allen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Show
Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Ana Jimenez:

The reason? Because this Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ronald Johnson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Show Town: Theater and Culture in the
Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Rebecca Dryden:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for your
requirements is Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 this book consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world



has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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