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Jackson Pollock was more than a great artist, he was a creative force of nature. He changed not only the
course of Western art, but our very definition of "art." He was the quintessential tortured genius, an
American Vincent van Gogh, cut from the same unconforming cloth as his contemporaries Ernest
Hemingway and James Dean--and tormented by the same demons; a "cowboy artist" who rose from
obscurity to take his place among the titans of modern art, and whose paintings now command millions of
dollars.

Here, for the first time, is the life behind that extraordinary achievement--the disjointed childhood, the
sibling rivalry, the sexual ambiguity, and the artistic frustration out of which both artist and art developed.

Based on more than 2,000 interviews with 850 people, Jackson Pollock is the first book to explore the life of
a great artist with the psychological depth that marks the best biographies of literary and political figures. In
eight years of research the authors have uncovered previously unknown letters and documents, gained access
to medical and psychiatric records, and interviewed scores of the artist's friends and acquaintances whose
stories had never been told. They were also the first biographers in twenty years to benefit from the
cooperation of Pollock's widow, Lee Krasner.

The results of these unprecedented efforts lie before you: a rich, sprawling, landmark biography of one of the
most compelling figures in all of American culture; a brilliant, explosive "portrait of the artist," intimately
detailed, abundantly illustrated (with more than 200 photographs from Pollock's life and work, many of them
never before published), and filled with new information and new insights.

In a style as richly textured, engrossing, and poignant as the best of contemporary literature, Steven Naifeh
and Gregory White Smith give us the family crucible out of which the artist and his art emerged. Beginning
with Jackson's birth on a sheep ranch in Wyoming, we follow the Pollock family on a relentless trek across
the American West, as their dreams of a better life somewhere else are repeatedly frustrated. We see the
young Jack Pollock as a struggling art student in New York, escaping into drunken rages or throwing himself
into the Hudson River in one of several attempts at suicide.

Later, we see Pollock, by turns, gently affectionate and outrageously cruel, creatively bankrupt and
heroically productive. We see him alternately fascinated and intimidated by his contemporaries: Clement
Greenberg, Franz Kline, Willem de Kooning, Robert Motherwell, Barnett Newman, Harold Rosenberg,
Clyfford Still, Tennessee Williams. We see him enter into a tumultuous marriage with the painter Lee
Krasner, creating a powerful alliance that will lead first to triumph, then to decline, and finally to death
when, with his mistress at his side, Pollock smashes his car into a tree.

But Jackson Pollock is more than the epic story of a tormented man and his sublime art, it is also a
compulsively readable, sweeping saga of America's cultural coming of age. From frontier Iowa to the dust
bowl of Arizona, from the twilight of the Wild West to the desolation of Depression-era New York, from the
excitement and experimentation of the Mexican muralists to the fanfare of the Surrealists' visit to America,
from the arts projects of the WPA to the explosion of interest and money that marked the beginning of the
modern art world, Pollock's story unfolds against the dramatic landscape of American history.

Here then is a definitive record of the journey of an artist, filled with piercing psychological insights, that



brings us to a truer understanding of the power and pathos of creative genius.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Jackson Pollock: An American Saga. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Jackson
Pollock: An American Saga. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Floyd Goshorn:

Here thing why this Jackson Pollock: An American Saga are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Jackson Pollock: An American Saga giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Jackson Pollock: An American Saga. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Jackson Pollock: An American Saga in e-book can be your substitute.

Michael Earl:

This book untitled Jackson Pollock: An American Saga to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Charlie Attwood:

The publication with title Jackson Pollock: An American Saga contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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