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The foundational question this book exploresis: What happens when portraits are interpreted as imitations or
likenesses not only of individuals but also of their acts of posing—when the observer's attention is redirected
so that the primary object the portrait imitates becomes the likeness not of a person but of an act, the act of
sitting for one's portrait? This shift of attention involves another: from the painter's to the sitter's part in the
act of (self-)portrayal.

At the ground level, Fictions of the Pose devel ops a hypothesis about the structure and meaning of
portraiture. That foundation supports afirst story devoted to the practices and politics of early modern Italian
and Dutch portraiture and a second story devoted to Rembrandt's self-portraits, especially those in which he
posesin fancy dress asif he were a patron. The author approaches the Rembrandt/Renai ssance relation not as
an art historian but as an interpreter trained in literary studies, taunted by the challenge of extending the
practice of "close reading" from verbal to visual media and fascinated by the way this practice can show how
individual works "talk back" to their contexts. The context for Rembrandt, the object and target of his
"looking-glass theater," is the structure of patron/painter relations that devel oped during the Renaissance and
influenced the very different conditions of patronage that emerged in the Dutch Republic around the turn of
the seventeenth century.

The book isin four parts. Parts One and Two comprise an interpretive study of the technical and
sociopolitical conditions within which portraiture becomes an important if problematic medium of self-
representation in early modern Europe. The major portion of these two sections considers the structure and
the consequences of a system of practices and conventions that governs poses in commissioned portraits. In
Part Three the scene shifts from Italian to Dutch portraiture. Part Four is devoted to self-portraits by
Rembrandt that are interpreted as responses to the conditions depicted in the first three parts. Through a
series of close readings of individual works, the author demonstrates the ironic, polemical, and political force
of Rembrandt's self-portraits.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Jager:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for you personally but
the problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Fictions of the Pose:
Rembrandt Against the Italian Renaissance is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

TravisMcDonald:

This Fictions of the Pose: Rembrandt Against the Italian Renaissance usually are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Fictions of the Pose: Rembrandt
Against the Italian Renaissance can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Fictions of the Pose: Rembrandt Against the Italian Renaissance
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Charles Felton:

Precisely why? Because this Fictions of the Pose: Rembrandt Against the Italian Renaissanceisan
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This book will give you alot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If | had been you | will go to thee-
book store hurriedly.

Dwight McBride:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Fictions of the Pose: Rembrandt Against the
Italian Renaissance was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Fictions of
the Pose: Rembrandt Against the Italian Renaissance has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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