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A firsthand account of how the Bush administration mismanaged its Afghan campaign, A Vulcan's Tale
shines new and important light on the events and people behind the headlines in the immediate years
following the September 11 attacks.

The "Vulcans," so named by Condoleezza Rice, were eight foreign policy experts who advised George W.
Bush during his 2000 presidential campaign. After Bush assumed the presidency, the Vulcans helped shape
the administration's foreign policy following 9/11, including the military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.
All were veterans of past administrations, having served under either Ronald Reagan or George H. W. Bush,
and they included among their ranks Dov Zakheim. Made comptroller and chief financial officer for the
Department of Defense in 2001, Zakheim was also named the DoD's coordinator for Afghan civilian
reconstruction in 2002.

In A Vulcan's Tale, Zakheim draws on his own participation and intimate knowledge to analyze how the
United States missed critical opportunities while it struggled to manage two wars, particularly the seemingly
endless endeavor in Afghanistan. In his view, the Bush administration's disappointing results in Afghanistan
were partly attributable to the enormity of the challenges, certainly. But flawed leadership and deficiencies of
management, understanding, and forethought all played their parts as well.

The power of the purse proved to be especially damaging. The Office of Management and Budget was slow
to fund Defense's efforts at the outset of the Afghan conflict and then inadequately funded the State
Department and the U.S. Agency for International Development, casting the die for several additional years
of conflict. The invasion of Iraq siphoned off critical resources for Afghanistan, thereby further complicating
that country's reconstruction.

Even with public policy of the highest order, the devil still lurked in the details, as the DoD's "money man"
was soon to discover while he struggled to fund and manage the reconstruction of civilian Afghanistan. A
Vulcan's Tale is an authoritative, candid but fair account of how a wise and admirable goal can be waylaid
by insufficient funding and ineffective coordination, with the result of faulty—or, at best,
incomplete—implementation.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration
Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important the book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration
Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Howard Benedict:

The book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration
Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan? A few of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Nichols:

This A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan book is
just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This specific A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration
Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan without we comprehend teach the one who examining it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush
Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan can bring when you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of
Afghanistan having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Karin Decker:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine



a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
A Vulcan's Tale: How the Bush Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan provide you
with a new experience in looking at a book.
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