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Pick up virtually any textbook on vertebrate evolution and you will find mention of the curious reptile known
as tuatara (Sphenodon). The special evolutionary status of tuatara as the last of the rhynchocephalians—one
of the four orders of living reptiles—is unquestioned. Wild members of the sole living species are now
restricted to a few dozen remote islands around the New Zealand coast, where for several centuries they have
been observed and studied by humans. But are tuatara really unchanged “living fossils,” or close relatives of
dinosaurs, as sometimes portrayed? This is the first detailed monograph in decades about this enigmatic
reptile, and the first to be illustrated in color throughout. The evolution, natural history, and conservation of
tuatara are covered in comprehensive detail, providing a valuable resource for the specialist yet in a style
accessible to a wide readership. The special place of tuatara in Maori and popular culture is also considered.
Tuatara have survived alongside humans for more than 700 years, though with their numbers much reduced:
what are their future prospects in a globally changing world? In this book, Alison Cree brings her personal
experience of tuatara on more than 14 islands, in ecosanctuaries, and in captivity, to this wide-ranging
overview.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Tuatara: Biology and
Conservation of a Venerable Survivor. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Carole Clark:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Tuatara: Biology and
Conservation of a Venerable Survivor is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ana Gaskill:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Tuatara: Biology and
Conservation of a Venerable Survivor book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jaime McKenney:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Tuatara: Biology and Conservation of a Venerable Survivor was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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