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Ursula Hegi uses the art of the interview to see deeply into the personal histories of fifteen women and men
as they confront at last the terrible and pervasive silence that made any mention of the Holocaust taboo in
their homes and schools while they were growing up. For many of them this is the first time they've spoken
of these memories and feelings. They share their pain with us, their guilt, their anger, and their compassion
as they take us into the world of their parents and try to sort out the impact of the war on their own lives. The
more specific these life stories are, the more universal they become. Included in Tearing the Silence is Hegi's
personal journey of leaving in Germany as an eighteen-year-old. She approaches the interviews as a novelist
- not a historian - searching for the connecting themes within each story, and then lifting these themes to the
surface by selecting significant material, much in the way she would write a story or novel. A huge
difference, though, is that the words are entirely those of the women and men, who tell her about their lives
with such amazing openness. A skillful interviewer, Ursula Hegi focuses on understanding the character and
story of the individuals in all their complexity. While some genuinely attempt to understand their cultural
heritage and feel a deep responsibility to be aware of the Holocaust and pass that awareness on to future
generations, others have stayed within the familiar silence that manifests itself in denial, evasion,
justification, and an inability to mourn - not all that different from the response of their parents' generation.
Tearing the Silence contributes to a more complex picture of a time period we are stillstruggling to
understand. It is a powerful and provocative account of post-Holocaust German immigrants in America, an
important document of what it is like to grow up within the numbing silence of postwar Germany, a moving
story of what it means to live between two cultures.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Tearing the Silence: Being German in America. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book Tearing the Silence: Being German in America. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mary Moore:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Tearing the Silence: Being
German in America book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Sherry Nicholson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which you should start with. This Tearing the Silence: Being German in America is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

David Auman:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Tearing the Silence: Being German in America it is very good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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