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Unique in pre-20th-century Arabic literature for taking the countryside as its central theme, Yusuf al-
Shirbini’s Brains Confounded combines a mordant satire on seventeenth-century Egyptian rural society with
a hilarious parody of the verse-and-commentary genre so beloved by scholars of his day.
 
In Volume One, Al-Shirbini describes the three rural “types”—peasant cultivator, village man-of-religion
and rural dervish—offering numerous anecdotes testifying to the ignorance, dirtiness, illiteracy, lack of
proper religious understanding, and criminality of each. He follows it in Volume Two with a 47-line poem
supposedly written by a peasant named Abu Shaduf, who charts the rise and fall of his fortunes and bewails,
above all, the lack of access to delicious foods to which his poverty has condemned him. Wielding the
scholarly tools of elite literature, al-Shirbini responds to the poem with derision and ridicule, dotting his
satire of the ignorant rustic with numerous digressions into love, food, and flatulence.
 
Witty, bawdy, and vicious, Brains Confounded belongs to an unrecognized genre from an understudied
period in Egypt’s Ottoman history, and is a work of outstanding importance for the study of pre-modern
colloquial Egyptian Arabic, pitting the “coarse” rural masses against the “refined” and urbane in a contest for
cultural and religious primacy, with a heavy emphasis on the writing of verse as a yardstick of social
acceptability.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Duenas:

In other case, little persons like to read book Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded:
Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu
Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature). You can add information and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Cecil Atkins:

The book Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the good thing like a book Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded:
Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

Here thing why that Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of
Arabic Literature) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Brains Confounded by the
Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Brains
Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) in
e-book can be your alternative.

Rodolfo Born:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go



through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Brains Confounded by the Ode of Abu Shaduf Expounded: Volume Two (Library of
Arabic Literature) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.
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