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Jessica Hopper's music criticism has earned her a reputation as a firebrand, a keen observer and fearless critic
not just of music but the culture around it. With this volume spanning from her punk fanzine roots to her
landmark piece on R. Kelly's past, The First Collection leaves no doubt why The New York Times has called
Hopper's work "influential." Not merely a selection of two decades of Hopper's most engaging, thoughtful,
and humorous writing, this book documents the last 20 years of American music making and the shifting
landscape of music consumption. The book journeys through the truths of Riot Grrrl's empowering
insurgence, decamps to Gary, IN, on the eve of Michael Jackson's death, explodes the grunge-era
mythologies of Nirvana and Courtney Love, and examines emo's rise. Through this vast range of album
reviews, essays, columns, interviews, and oral histories, Hopper chronicles what it is to be truly obsessed
with music. The pieces in The First Collection send us digging deep into our record collections, searching to
re-hear what we loved and hated, makes us reconsider the art, trash, and politics Hopper illuminates, helping
us to make sense of what matters to us most.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The First Collection of Criticism by
a Living Female Rock Critic will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Della Bailey:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The First Collection of Criticism
by a Living Female Rock Critic. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Randy Gable:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The First Collection of Criticism by a
Living Female Rock Critic book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Karen Lambert:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The First Collection of Criticism by a Living Female Rock
Critic as your daily resource information.
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