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J. Christopher Herold vigorously tells the story of the fierce Madame de Stael, revealing her courageous
opposition to Napoleon, her whirlwind affairs with the great intellectuals of her day, and her idealistic
rebellion against all that was cynical, tyrannical, and passionless. Germaine de Stael's father was Jacques
Necker, the finance minister to Louis XVI, and her mother ran an influential literary-political salon in Paris.
Always precocious, at nineteen Germaine married the Swedish ambassador to France, Eric Magnus Baron de
Stael-Holstein, and in 1785 took over her mother's salon with great success. Germaine and de Stael lived
most of their married life apart. She had many brilliant lovers. Talleyrand was the first, Narbonne, the
minister of war, another; Benjamin Constant was her most significant and long-lasting one. She published
several political and literary essays, including "A Treatise on the Influence of the Passions upon the
Happiness of Individuals and of Nations," which became one of the most important documents of European
Romanticism. Her bold philosophical ideas, particularly those in "On Literature," caused feverish commotion
in France and were quickly noticed by Napoleon, who saw her salon as a rallying point for the opposition.
He eventually exiled her from France. This winner of the 1959 National Book Award is "excellent ...
detailed, full of color, movement, great names, and lively incident" -- The New York Times "Mr. Herold's
full-bodied biography is clear-eyed, intelligent, and written with abundant wit and zest." -- The Atlantic
Monthly
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Mistress to an Age: A Life of
Madame de Stael to read.

Margarito Rone:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame
de Stael book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Bullard:

The event that you get from Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame de Stael is the more deep you excavating
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame de Stael giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame de Stael
instantly.

Diane Welton:

Often the book Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame de Stael will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Mistress to an Age: A Life of Madame
de Stael is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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