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Abraham Lincoln: the Great Emancipator, savior of the Union, and revered national hero. Jefferson Davis:
defender of slavery, leader of a lost cause, and forlorn object of scorn. Both Lincoln and Davis remain locked
in the American psyche as iconic symbols of victory and defeat. They presided over a terrible war that
decided the fate of slavery and severely tested each man's resolve and potential for greatness. But, as Brian
Dirck shows, such images tend to obscure the larger visions that compelled both men to pursue policies and
actions that resulted in such a devastating national tragedy.

Going well beyond most conventional accounts, Dirck examines Lincoln's and Davis's respective ideas
concerning national identity, highlighting the strengths and shortcomings of each leader's worldview. By
focusing on issues that have often been overlooked in previous studies of Lincoln and Davis-and of the war
in general-he reveals the ways in which these two leaders viewed that imagined community called the
American nation.

The first comprehensive and detailed study to compare the two men's national imaginations, Dirck's study
provides a provocative analysis of how their everyday lives-the influence of fathers and friends, jobs and
homes-worked in complex ways to shape Lincoln's and Davis's perceptions of what the American nation was
supposed to be and could become and how those images could reject or accommodate the institution of
slavery.

Dirck contends that Lincoln subscribed to the notion of a "nation of strangers" in which people never really
knew one another's hearts, reflecting his wariness of sentimental attachment, while Davis held to a
"community of sentiment" based on honor and comradeship that depended a great deal on emotional
bonding. As Dirck shows, these two ideals are very much a part of the current national conversation-among
citizens, scholars, and politicians—that has brought Davis back into the fold of great Americans while
challenging many of the clichés that surround the Lincoln myth.

Ultimately, Dirck argues, the imagined communities of these two remarkable men transcend the experience
of war to illuminate the ongoing debates over what it means to be an American. Through this engaging and
original work, he urges a restoration of balance to our understanding—not only of Lincoln and Davis, but
also of the contributions made by North and South alike to those debates.
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From reader reviews:

James Stover:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Lincoln and Davis: Imagining
America, 1809-1865 (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) to read.

Joe Lowe:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-1865 (American Political
Thought (University Press of Kansas)) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Lincoln and Davis: Imagining
America, 1809-1865 (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-1865
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

John Merritt:

Typically the book Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-1865 (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited
to you. The book Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-1865 (American Political Thought
(University Press of Kansas)) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Susan Larabee:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-1865
(American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) or others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some



other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Lincoln and Davis: Imagining America, 1809-
1865 (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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