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In the second edition of The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty
years, takes readers on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill, pointing out the key players,
explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson,
this eye-opening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's
analytical insight.

After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the
nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for Congress? To attract large donors? To enter either
house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee assignments and
committee work, the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition
building.

Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service-as representatives and senators respond to
requests from groups and individuals-as well as media relations and news coverage. He also explores how
the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and consent, congressional
oversight--work in practice in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate minority.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The U.S. Congress:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Celia Robertson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get prior to. The The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kevin Diaz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
suitable all of you.

Anita Sizemore:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in



growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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