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Why are we surprised when smart people act foolishly? Smart people do foolish things all the time.
Misjudgments and bad decisions by highly educated bankers and money managers, for example, brought us
the financial crisis of 2008. Smart people do foolish things because intelligence is not the same as the
capacity for rational thinking. The Rationality Quotient explains that these two traits, often (and incorrectly)
thought of as one, refer to different cognitive functions. The standard IQ test, the authors argue, doesn't
measure any of the broad components of rationality -- adaptive responding, good judgment, and good
decision making.

The authors show that rational thinking, like intelligence, is a measurable cognitive competence. Drawing on
theoretical work and empirical research from the last two decades, they present the first prototype for an
assessment of rational thinking analogous to the IQ test: the CART (Comprehensive Assessment of Rational
Thinking).

The authors describe the theoretical underpinnings of the CART, distinguishing the algorithmic mind from
the reflective mind. They discuss the logic of the tasks used to measure cognitive biases, and they develop a
unique typology of thinking errors. The Rationality Quotient explains the components of rational thought
assessed by the CART, including probabilistic and scientific reasoning; the avoidance of "miserly"
information processing; and the knowledge structures needed for rational thinking. Finally, the authors
discuss studies of the CART and the social and practical implications of such a test. An appendix offers
sample items from the test.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

The book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press)? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of
Rational Thinking (MIT Press) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Barbara Goodman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational
Thinking (MIT Press) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Rationality Quotient: Toward a
Test of Rational Thinking (MIT Press) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship while using book The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking
(MIT Press). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

James Moore:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of
Rational Thinking (MIT Press) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Rationality Quotient: Toward a Test of Rational Thinking (MIT
Press) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kayla France:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
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