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In September, 1219, as the armies of the Fifth Crusade besieged the Egyptian city of Damietta, Francis of
Assisi went to Egypt to preach to Sultan al-Malik al-Kâmil.

Although we in fact know very little about this event, this has not prevented artists and writers from the
thirteenth century to the twentieth, unencumbered by mere facts, from portraying Francis alternatively as a
new apostle preaching to the infidels, a scholastic theologian proving the truth of Christianity, a champion of
the crusading ideal, a naive and quixotic wanderer, a crazed religious fanatic, or a medieval Gandhi
preaching peace, love, and understanding. Al-Kâmil, on the other
hand, is variously presented as an enlightened pagan monarch hungry for evangelical teaching, a cruel
oriental despot, or a worldly libertine.

Saint Francis and the Sultan takes a detailed look at these richly varied artistic responses to this brief but
highly symbolic meeting. Throwing into relief the changing fears and hopes that Muslim-Christian
encounters have inspired in European artists and writers in the centuries since, it gives a uniquely broad but
precise vision of the evolution of Western attitudes towards Islam and the Arab world over the last eight
hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Saint
Francis and the Sultan: The Curious History of a Christian-Muslim Encounter? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Sylvia Harrington:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Saint Francis and the Sultan:
The Curious History of a Christian-Muslim Encounter is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Todd Jacob:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Saint Francis and the Sultan: The Curious History of a Christian-Muslim Encounter the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one
type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Saint Francis and the Sultan: The
Curious History of a Christian-Muslim Encounter giving you a different experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Linda Meier:

You may get this Saint Francis and the Sultan: The Curious History of a Christian-Muslim Encounter by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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