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Alongside the scores of travel books about China written by foreign visitors, Chinese travelers' impressions
of their own country rarely appear in translation. This anthology is the only comprehensive collection in
English of Chinese travel writing from the first century A.D. through the nineteenth. Early examples of the
genre describe sites important for their geography, history, and role in cultural mythology, but by the T'ang
dynasty in the mid-eighth century certain historiographical and poetic discourses converged to form the
"travel account" (yu-chi) and later the "travel diary" (jih-chi) as vehicles of personal expression and
autobiography. These first-person narratives provide rich material for understanding the attitudes of Chinese
literati toward place, nature, politics, and the self.

The anthology is abundantly illustrated with paintings, portraits, maps, and drawings. Each selection is
meticulously translated, carefully annotated, and prefaced by a brief description of the writer's life and work.
The entire collection is introduced by an in-depth survey of the rise of Chinese travel writing as a cultural
phenomenon. Inscribed Landscapes provides a unique resource for travelers as well as for scholars of
Chinese literature, art, and history.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from Imperial China.

Colleen Thompson:

The book Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from Imperial China can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from Imperial China? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from Imperial China has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Karl Schueller:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from
Imperial China which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Barbara Guevara:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the item when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Inscribed Landscapes:
Travel Writing from Imperial China to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing from Imperial
China can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of that time.
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