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Every night, astronomers use a new generation of giant telescopes at observatories around the world to study
phenomena at the forefront of science. By focusing on the history of the Gemini Observatory--twin 8-meter
telescopes located on mountain peaks in Hawaii and Chile--Giant Telescopes tells the story behind the
planning and construction of modern scientific tools, offering a detailed view of the technological and
political transformation of astronomy in the postwar era.

Drawing on interviews with participants and archival documents, W. Patrick McCray describes the ambitions
and machinations of prominent astronomers, engineers, funding patrons, and politicians in their effort to
construct a modern facility for cutting-edge science--and to establish a model for international cooperation in
the coming era of "megascience." His account details the technological, institutional, cultural, and financial
challenges that scientists faced while planning and building a new generation of giant telescopes. Besides
exploring how and why scientists embraced the promise and potential of new technologies, he considers how
these new tools affected what it means to be an astronomer. McCray's book should interest anyone who
desires a deeper understanding of the science, technology, and politics behind finding our place in the
universe.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Ziegler:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the
Promise of Technology. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

James Peters:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of
Technology as the daily resource information.

Micheal Ruiz:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and
the Promise of Technology can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Doug Martin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Giant Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the
Promise of Technology can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Giant
Telescopes: Astronomical Ambition and the Promise of Technology.
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