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Frederick Layton (1827–1919) was among the very first art collectors in America to fund a purpose-built
civic art gallery for the public's use and enjoyment. Second only to the 1874 Corcoran Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C., the 1888 Layton Art Gallery in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, presented a new model for the
single-patron art museum in America, one significantly different from the established museums of Boston
and New York. Frederick Layton and his British architect George Audsley developed a new vision for a
more intimate art museum experience. They drew upon their knowledge of English precedents to create a
refined, single-story, top-lit, urban gallery that would influence the development of the American art
museum well into the twentieth century.
    Layton's Legacy draws on a recently discovered archive of Layton family papers, travel journals, and
vintage photographs and on five years of extensive archival research in the United States and Great Britain.
John C. Eastberg traces the trajectory of the collection's development from its English origins through its
grand European acquisitions, Gilded Age art auctions in New York, Progressive-era renovations, postwar
deaccessions, and demolition of the original gallery, all leading to a new era of curatorial innovation and
major American art acquisitions at the end of the twentieth century. Eric Vogel looks more closely at the
architectural history of the original Layton Art Gallery and its influence on the continuing lineage of the
single-patron art museum.
    Layton's Legacy also includes the first fully illustrated documentation of the entire 125-year history of the
Layton Art Collection, demonstrating its formative place in the development of the American art museum. It
includes object entries from more than twenty scholars of American and European painting, furniture, and
decorative art and features the works of artists Eastman Johnson, Winslow Homer, Frederick Church,
Thomas Cole, Bastien Lepage, William Bourguereau, James Tissot, Frederic Leighton, and Alma Tadema,
among many others. Eminent scholars of nineteenth-century art, Dianne Macleod and Giles Waterfield,
contribute forewords.

Gold Medal, Best Nonfiction, Independent Publisher Book Awards
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Layton’s Legacy: A Historic American Art
Collection, 1888–2013 book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

James Nadler:

This Layton’s Legacy: A Historic American Art Collection, 1888–2013 is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Layton’s Legacy: A Historic American Art Collection, 1888–2013 in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

John Armstead:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Layton’s Legacy: A Historic American Art Collection, 1888–2013 this e-book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Nellie Wellborn:

This Layton’s Legacy: A Historic American Art Collection, 1888–2013 is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Layton’s
Legacy: A Historic American Art Collection, 1888–2013 can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can



be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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