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Jeffry H. Morrison offers readers the first comprehensive look at the political thought and career of John
Witherspoon—a Scottish Presbyterian minister and one of America’s most influential and overlooked
founding fathers. Witherspoon was an active member of the Continental Congress and was the only
clergyman both to sign the Declaration of Independence and to ratify the federal Constitution. During his
tenure as president of the College of New Jersey at Princeton, Witherspoon became a mentor to James
Madison and influenced many leaders and thinkers of the founding period. He was uniquely positioned at the
crossroads of politics, religion, and education during the crucial first decades of the new republic.

Morrison locates Witherspoon in the context of early American political thought and charts the various
influences on his thinking. This impressive work of scholarship offers a broad treatment of Witherspoon’s
constitutionalism, including his contributions to the mediating institutions of religion and education, and to
political institutions from the colonial through the early federal periods. This book will be appreciated by
anyone with an interest in American political history and thought and in the relation of religion to American
politics.
 
“I have been waiting a long time for such a book on John Witherspoon. This book is not only well-
researched, but well-written. The story Morrison tells is quite wonderful.” —Michael Novak, American
Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research
 
"Dr. John Witherspoon is at once an exceptionally influential figure in Early American history, and a sadly
neglected one. Professor Morrison's book fills this gap in American political history brilliantly. It is
especially revealing of 18th century views on the interrationships between education, religion, and society.
Morrison presents new insights into the Early American understanding of balancing faith, government, and
society. It will change our conceptions of this period and provide fresh perspectives on contemporary
problems. Everyone interested in the American Founding era is indebted to Morrison for this illuminating
book." —Garrett Ward Sheldon, University of Virginia's College at Wise
 
"At last we have a full and learned account, as the title states, of JOHN WITHERSPOON aND THE
FOUNDING OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC. Including discussion of Witherspoon's direct role in the
crucial events of 1775-1790 as an advocate of Independence and friend of the Constitution, as a contributor
to early American religious and political thought, and most important, as a mentor to James Madison and
other Princeton revolutionairies and nation-builders, Morrison reveals Witherspoon's high standing in
American religious, educational, and political history. Madison remembered Witherspoon's injunction to his
students to 'Lead useful Lives;' he provided an excellent role model." —Ralph Ketcham, Syracuse
University
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This John Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republic book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer regarding John Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republic content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking John Witherspoon and the
Founding of the American Republic is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Linda Haag:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name John Witherspoon
and the Founding of the American Republic suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer
in this era. The particular book untitled John Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republicis the
main of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Peggy Mitchum:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this John
Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republic, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Peggy Elmore:

This John Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republic is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
John Witherspoon and the Founding of the American Republic can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form



that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and knowledge.
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