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Makes the case for a distinctly Sicilian American literature.

In The Heart and the Island, Chiara Mazzucchelli explores the strong bond between Sicilian American
writers and the island of Sicily. Self-contained yet connected to the mainland, geographically separated from
yet politically united to the rest of Italy, Sicily occupies a unique position. Throughout the twentieth century,
the sense of a distinct sicilianità—or Sicilianness—has manifested itself in a corpus of texts that, although
subsumed under the broader context of Italian literature, have distinguished themselves as examples of an
exquisitely Sicilian literary experience. Mazzucchelli argues that a parallel
phenomenon—sicilianamericanità—has emerged in the United States. Focusing on the island’s geography,
history, and culture, she examines how many American authors of Sicilian descent derive inspiration from
their ethnic milieu and lay out a recognizable set of Sicilian culture markers in their works, thereby
producing a literature that is distinctly Sicilian American. Drawing on both Italian and Italian American
scholarship, The Heart and the Island is the first full-length study of Sicilian American literature, and it
opens a space for new interdisciplinary discussions on what it means to be Italian on both sides of the ocean.

“In this ground-breaking critical study on Sicilian American literature, Chiara Mazzucchelli renders a
brilliant analysis on the presence of sicilianamericanità in contemporary literature … The Heart and the
Island is an essential addition to Italian American studies, one that will continue to provoke new
investigations and interdisciplinary discussions on Sicilian American literature … Mazzucchelli’s work is
captivating and deeply informative for readers outside of academia … [she] is a brilliant, soulful critic.” —
Sicilia Press

“The Heart and the Island makes a distinctive contribution to the field of Italian American studies,
provocatively extending it as well as continuing the invaluable work of providing reflection on a variety of
narratives distinguished by generic innovation and distinctive responses to sicilianità. Chiara Mazzucchelli
has beautifully advanced the field, interweaving with skill and poise the voices of Sicilian and Sicilian
American writers.” — Mary Jo Bona, author of By the Breath of Their Mouths: Narratives of Resistance in
Italian America
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From reader reviews:

Emily Carey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Heart and the Island, The: A Critical Study of
Sicilian American Literature (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Deborah Hayes:

The book untitled Heart and the Island, The: A Critical Study of Sicilian American Literature (SUNY series
in Italian/American Culture) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of Heart and the Island, The: A Critical Study of Sicilian American Literature (SUNY series in
Italian/American Culture) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Joseph Wood:

The guide with title Heart and the Island, The: A Critical Study of Sicilian American Literature (SUNY
series in Italian/American Culture) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Arnulfo Walls:

Beside that Heart and the Island, The: A Critical Study of Sicilian American Literature (SUNY series in
Italian/American Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Heart and the
Island, The: A Critical Study of Sicilian American Literature (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from today!
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