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Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories
"A broadly appealing mix of the tragic and droll, comforting, disturbing, exotic and universal" - Kirkus
Reviews

"Offers a unique and wide-ranging taste of Japanese life" - Booklist

"The collection is extremely varied, featuring urban and rural settings, contemporary situations and timeless
folk tales, humor, and adventure... Numerous stories involve mixed-race parents and children, affording good
insights into cultural assimilation. Tomo is an excellent story collection, presenting a rich and varied
immersion in Japanese culture from a teen perspective." - VOYA

"Published on the one-year anniversary of the Japanese tsunami and earthquake, this collection of short
stories and poems about Japanese teens is weird and wonderful, studded with the unique color of Japanese
teen pop culture, as well as the impact of defining events from the twenty-first century to the present: Pearl
Harbor, Hiroshima, the tsunami, earthquake and nuclear disaster." - Barnes & Noble Review

"Thirty-six stories by writers somehow connected to Japan, five contributors with ties to Tohoku — each
piece concisely aligns the disparate puzzle of the teenage map...Tomo reverberates with the authentic voice
of Japanese and bicultural teens as they face down the confusing adult world before and after 3/11." - The
Japan Times

"From Pasmo travel cards to Harajuku girls to face-offs between a Kendo club and a dance group at the
school gym, Japan is placed vividly in the reader’s heart and mind. And that heart would have to be made of
the proverbial stone not to feel for the people affected by the earthquake. But Tomo inspires more than
sympathy—it ignites us to empathy." - The Asian Review of Books

"The thirty-six stories of Tomo: Friendship Through Fiction—An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories cover a
wide range of genres (prose, verse, graphic narratives) and feature nine stories translated from the
Japanese...most of the authors, many of whom write for adults, will be new to American teens." - The Horn
Book

This aptly named fiction anthology—tomo means “friend” in Japanese—is a true labor of friendship to
benefit teens in Japan whose lives were upended by the violent earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011.
Authors from Japan and around the world have contributed works of fiction set in or related to Japan. Young
adult English-language readers will be able to connect with their Japanese counterparts through stories of
contemporary Japanese teens, ninja and yokai teens, folklore teens, mixed-heritage teens, and non-Japanese
teens who call Japan home. Tales of friendship, mystery, love, ghosts, magic, science fiction, and history will
propel readers to Japan past and present and to Japanese universes abroad.

Portions of the proceeds of Tomo will be donated to the Japanese non-profit, HOPE FOR TOMORROW, to
support ongoing relief efforts for teens in Japan.

Edited and with a foreword by Holly Thompson, Tomo contributing authors include Naoko Awa, Deni



Bechard, Jennifer Fumiko Cahill, Liza Dalby, Megumi Fujino, Andrew Fukuda, Alan Gratz, Katrina Toshiko
Grigg-Saito, Suzanne Kamata, Sachiko Kashiwaba, Kelly Luce, Shogo Oketani and Leza Lowitz, Ryusuke
Saito, Graham Salisbury, Fumio Takano, and Wendy Tokunaga, among others.

Holly Thompson is a longtime writing teacher and resident of Japan and author of the young adult verse
novel Orchards, which won the 2012 Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association Award for Young
Adult Literature . She serves as the regional advisor for the Tokyo chapter of the Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

The book Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of
Japan Teen Stories. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Clementine Frazier:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jennifer Walker:

The book untitled Tomo: Friendship through Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice examine.

Augusta Wilson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Tomo: Friendship through
Fiction: An Anthology of Japan Teen Stories which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.
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