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In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on a series of spectacular conquests: first in the
southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria, and finally in the Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early
eleventh century, the empire was the most powerful state in the Mediterranean. It was also expanding
economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well. Yet this imperial project came to a
crashing collapse fifty years later, when political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and defeat at the hands of
the Seljuks in the east and the Normans in the west brought an end to Byzantine hegemony. By 1081, not
only was its dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and northern Mesopotamia over but
Byzantium's very existence was threatened.

How did this dramatic transformation happen? Based on a close examination of the relevant sources, this
history-the first of its kind in over a century-offers a new reconstruction of the key events and crucial reigns
as well as a different model for understanding imperial politics and wars, both civil and foreign. In addition
to providing a badly needed narrative of this critical period of Byzantine history, Streams of Gold, Rivers of
Blood offers new interpretations of key topics relevant to the medieval era. The narrative unfolds in three
parts: the first covers the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of authority under
the great emperor Basil "the Bulgar-Slayer." The second (1025-1059) examines the dispersal of centralized
authority in Constantinople as well as the emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, and
Normans). The last section chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half of the
eleventh century, concluding with a look at the First Crusade and its consequences for Byzantine relations
with the powers of Western Europe. This briskly paced and thoroughly investigated narrative vividly brings
to life one of the most exciting and transformative eras of medieval history.
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From reader reviews:

Malissa Conlin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and
Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) to read.

David Ramos:

This book untitled Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First
Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

David Hoag:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to
the First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Bruce Jackson:

Beside this particular Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the
First Crusade (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Streams of
Gold, Rivers of Blood: The Rise and Fall of Byzantium, 955 A.D. to the First Crusade (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your



hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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