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An extraordinary prodigy of Mozartean abilities, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy was a distinguished
composer and conductor, alegendary pianist and organist, and an accomplished painter and classicist.
Lionized in hislifetime, heis best remembered today for several staples of the concert hall and for such
popular music as "The Wedding March" and "Hark, the Herald Angels Sing."

Now, in the first major Mendel ssohn biography to appear in decades, R. Larry Todd offers aremarkably
fresh account of thismusical giant, based upon painstaking research in autograph manuscripts,
correspondence, diaries, and paintings. Rejecting the view of the composer as a craftsman of felicitous but
sentimental, saccharine works (termed by one critic "moonlight with sugar water"), Todd reexamines the
composer's entire oeuvre, including many unpublished and little known works. Here are engaging analyses
of Mendelssohn's distinctive masterpieces--the zestful Octet, puckish Midsummer Night's Dream, haunting
Hebrides Overtures, and elegiac Violin Concerto in E minor. Todd describes how the composer excelled in
understatement and nuance, in subtle, coloristic orchestrations that lent his scores an undeniable freshness
and vividness. He also explores Mendel ssohn's changing awareness of his religious heritage, Wagner's
virulent anti-Semitic attack on Mendelssohn's music, the composer's complex relationship with his sister
Fanny Hensel, herself a child prodigy and prolific composer, his avocation as a painter and draughtsman, and
his remarkable, polylingual correspondence with the cultural elite of histime.

Mendelssohn: A Life offers a masterful blend of biography and musical analysis. Readers will discover many
new facets of the familiar but misunderstood composer and gain new perspectives on one of the most
formidable musical geniuses of all time.
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From reader reviews:
Sally Watts:

This Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This
specific Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music can bring if you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Dena Jacobs:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Mendelssohn: A
Lifein Music suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Mendelssohn: A Life in Musicis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of peoplein the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you alot of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Many Shirley:

This Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Mendelssohn: A Lifein Music
in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Maurice Conner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Mendelssohn: A Lifein
Music.
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