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‘The clouds are moving ecstatically from Kashi to Mathura and the sky will remain covered with dense
clouds as long as there is Krishna in Braj.’

These lines were composed by Mohsin Kakorvi, an Urdu poet, to celebrate not Lord Krishna’s birthday but
that of the Prophet Muhammad. Awadh, the author’s birthplace, was steeped in this exquisite confluence of
cultures. Sadly, this glorious tradition has been systematically destroyed over the past century.
In many ways, Awadh stood for everything that independent India could have become, a land in which
people of different faiths co-existed peacefully and created a culture that drew upon the best that each
community had to offer. Instead, what we have today is a pale shadow of the harmony that once existed.
Everywhere there are incidents of sectarian murder, communal propaganda and divisive politics. And there
seems to be no stopping the forces that are destroying the country.
In this remarkable book, which is partly a memoir and partly an exploration of the various deliberate and
inadvertent acts that have contributed to the othering of the 180 million Muslims in India, Saeed Naqvi looks
at how the divisions between Muslims and Hindus began in the modern era. The British were the first to
exploit these divisions between the communities in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In the run-up to
Independence, and its immediate aftermath, some of India’s greatest leaders including Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, and others only served to drive the communities further apart.
Successive governments, whether formed by the Congress or BJP, compounded the problem by failing to
prevent (if not actively supporting) tragic events like communal riots in Gujarat (1969 and 2002), Bombay
(1992, 1993), Muzaffarnagar (2013), the breaking of the Babri Masjid (1992) and so on. As a reporter, and
editor, Naqvi covered all these events (with the exception of Partition), and in the book he shows us, with
acuity and insight, how each of these resulted in the shaping of the discontent of the Muslim in India.
Thought-provoking and troubling, Being the Other is essential reading for all those interested in
understanding the forces that have shaped contemporary Indian society.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want
truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Being the Other:
The Muslim in India is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Cami Raley:

Often the book Being the Other: The Muslim in India has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Craig Duran:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Being the Other: The Muslim in India.

Diana Johnson:

This Being the Other: The Muslim in India is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Being the
Other: The Muslim in India can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is
easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why
I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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