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The subject of poverty is rich in meanings and associations, among them hunger, stench, disease,
disfigurement, shame, revulsion, and loss. It is a topic that has preoccupied the mind and hearts of the
faithful since the inception of Christianity.

In this insightful volume, Susan R. Holman blends personal memoir and scholarly research into ancient
writings to illuminate the age-old issues of need, poverty, and social justice in the history of the Christian
tradition. Holman weaves together stories from late antiquity with three conceptual paradigms that can
bridge the gap between historical story and modern action: sensing need, sharing the world, and embodying
sacred kingdom. In the first four chapters, the author explores how personal need influences the way that we
look at the world and the needs of others. Beginning with the story of her own encounters with need and her
discovery of the world of early Christian texts on poverty and religious response, the author re-tells these
historical narratives in new ways, and traces their influence on post-Reformation history. The second half of
the book uses a complex amalgam of images and stories to consider several recurrent themes in any religious
responses to poverty and need: poverty and gender, the dilemma of justice in material distribution, ascetic
models of social activism and contemplation, the language of human rights and the "common good,"
challenges of hospitality, and the role of liturgy in constructing a vision for restorative righteousness.

Tying these historical texts to modern responses to need, Holman begins with her own encounters with need
and describes her discovery of the existence of never-before-translated early Christian texts on responses to
poverty, hunger, and disease. Holman's embrace of the historical perspective will prove useful in
interdenominational and ecumenical dialogue on religious responses to social welfare needs. Through their
sensitive exploration of nuances and tensions, these essays invite reflection, conversation, and response for
scholars and students as well as concerned laypeople across a range of Christian faith communities.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Farrow:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This God
Knows There's Need: Christian Responses to Poverty is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michele Fernandez:

The feeling that you get from God Knows There's Need: Christian Responses to Poverty could be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but God Knows There's Need: Christian Responses to
Poverty giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
God Knows There's Need: Christian Responses to Poverty instantly.

Faye Springer:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
cover may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
while fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually God Knows There's Need: Christian
Responses to Poverty why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Virginia White:

You can find this God Knows There's Need: Christian Responses to Poverty by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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