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Curtis J. Austin’s Up Against the Wall chronicles how violence brought about the founding of the Black
Panther Party in 1966 by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, dominated its policies, and finally destroyed the
party as one member after another—Eldridge Cleaver, Fred Hampton, Alex Rackley—left the party, was
killed, or was imprisoned. Austin shows how the party’s early emphasis in the 1960s on self-defense, though
sorely needed in black communities at the time, left it open to mischaracterization, infiltration, and
devastation by local, state, and federal police forces and government agencies. Austin carefully highlights the
internal tension between advocates of a more radical position than the Panthers took, who insisted on
military confrontation with the state, and those such as Newton and David Hilliard, who believed in
community organizing and alliance building as first priorities. Austin interviewed a number of party
members who had heretofore remained silent. With the help of these stories, Austin is able to put the violent
history of the party in perspective and show that the “survival” programs, such as the Free Breakfast for
Children program and Free Health Clinics, helped the black communities they served to recognize their own
bases of power and ability to save themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

This book untitled Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order
it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this publication from your list.

Frankie Evans:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black
Panther Party it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Leslie Padilla:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Up Against the Wall: Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Up Against the Wall: Violence in the
Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party giving you a different experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Harry Alvey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Up Against the Wall:
Violence in the Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party that give your fun preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only



for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Up Against the Wall: Violence in the
Making and Unmaking of the Black Panther Party become your own starter.
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