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During the era of the American Revolution and long after, the name Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson was well
known in Philadelphia, recognized as belonging to one of British North America’s most illustrious women of
letters. One admirer dubbed her "the most learned woman in America." In this, the first full-length biography
of Fergusson, Anne M. Ousterhout brilliantly captures the life and times of America’s first great female
savant.

Born in 1737 to a wealthy family, Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson excelled from an early age. Although women
in her day were denied higher education, Fergusson read widely, educating herself in literature, history, and
languages, even reading classical literature in the original tongues, an unusual ability for a colonial woman.
She wrote prolifically—often until midnight or later, spending but a few hours sleeping—and published her
poetry. Her journals of a trip to England and Scotland circulated widely among admiring Philadelphians.
During the 1770s she hosted a Saturday evening salon at her home that was unrivaled in the colonies for its
brilliance.

Yet despite her achievements, Fergusson’s life was fraught with financial woes, bad romances, and
treasonous plots that hounded her throughout her life. After her father forbade her marriage to Benjamin
Franklin’s illegitimate son, she secretly married Henry Hugh Fergusson, a British Loyalist who left her
before the Revolution. Henry’s actions, together with Elizabeth’s own political indiscretions, earned her
potent enemies, leading to the confiscation of her family estate, Graeme Park. Although she eventually
succeeded in reclaiming her property, her reputation was tarnished in the process. Her efforts to justify her
actions were tireless, alienating friends and making the last fifteen years of her life miserable.

The Most Learned Woman in America masterfully narrates Fergusson’s efforts to live an appropriately
genteel life, even as she struggled against the limits that her society placed on its women. In the process, we
can begin to understand the conflicts—internal and external—that women of the Revolutionary generation
faced.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do that. You
must know how great as well as important the book The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of
Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Sherry Stevens:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Most Learned
Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth
Graeme Fergussonis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Rocio Linville:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson.

Isaac Lewis:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme
Fergusson will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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