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Silicon Valley in California and Route 128 in Massachusetts are America's centres of electronics innovation
and entrepreneurship. The regions are similar in many respects: both trace their origins to unversity research
and military spending, and both faced severe downturns in the early 1980s. Today, however, Silicon Valley
is flourishing again while Route 128 continues to decline. Why did Silicon Valley adapt successfully to
intensifying international competition, while Route 128 ceded its longstanding advantage in computer design
and manufacturing to the west? The author argues that despite similar histories and technologies, Silicon
Valley developed the type of decentralized industrial system that encourages experimentation, collaboration
and collective learning among networks of specialist companies, whereas Route 128 came to be dominated
by a few self-sufficient corporations. Saxenian demonstrates that Route 128 was slow to adjust to changing
markets because skill and technology remained confined within independent firms. In contrast, companies in
Silicon Valley created a regional advantage by drawing on local knowledge and relationships to create new
markets, products and applications. In doing so, they blurred the traditional boundaries among customers,
supplier and competitors. The result of numerous interviews with executives, entrepreneurs and
policymakers, this analysis highlights the importance of local sources of competitive advantage in a volatile
world economy. It also underscores the need to develop regional, as well as national and sectoral, economic
policies.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Parker:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Regional Advantage: Culture and Competition in
Silicon Valley and Route 128. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book Regional Advantage: Culture and Competition in Silicon
Valley and Route 128. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Defazio:

Often the book Regional Advantage: Culture and Competition in Silicon Valley and Route 128 will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Regional Advantage: Culture and
Competition in Silicon Valley and Route 128 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gerald Velasco:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Regional Advantage: Culture and
Competition in Silicon Valley and Route 128 is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Henry Stehle:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Regional Advantage: Culture and Competition in Silicon Valley
and Route 128 was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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