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One of the key shifts in contemporary politics is the trend towards greater personalization. Collective actors
such as political parties are losing relevance. Citizens are slowly dealigning from these actors, and individual
politicians are therefore growing in importance in elections, in government, within parties, and in media
reporting of politics. A crucial question concerns how this new pattern could be restructuring politics over
the long run - notably, whether
the personalization of politics is changing the institutional architecture of contemporary democracies.

The authors show that the trend towards personalization is indeed changing core democratic institutions.
Studying the evolution of electoral systems in thirty-one European democracies since 1945, they demonstrate
that, since the 1990s, there has been a shift towards more personalized electoral systems. Electoral systems in
most European countries now allow voters to express preferences for candidates, not just for political parties.
And the weight of these voters' preferences in the allocation
of seats has been increased in numerous countries.

They examine the factors that appear to be driving this evolution, finding that the personalization of electoral
systems is associated with the growing gap between citizens and politics. Politicians and legislators appear to
perceive the personalization of electoral systems as a way to address the democratic malaise and to restore
trust in politics by reducing the role of political parties in elections. The book also shows, however, that
whether these reforms have had any success in achieving
their aims is far less clear.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu.

The Comparative Politics series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science, Université
libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of the Center for the Study of Democracy, Leuphana
University; and Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of Political Science, University of Houston.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Adams:

This Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) are
generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Faces on
the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Faces on
the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Francis Garcia:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Faces on the
Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Faces on the Ballot: The
Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics)is one of several books that everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Thelma Davis:

Typically the book Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative
Politics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Philip Nguyen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Faces
on the Ballot: The Personalization of Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Faces on the Ballot: The Personalization of
Electoral Systems in Europe (Comparative Politics) giving you a different experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like



winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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