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What is it the legacy that humankind has been living with since 1945? We were once convinced that time
was the agent of change. But in the past decade or two, our experience of time has been transformed.
Technology preserves and inundates us with the past, and we perceive our future as a set of converging and
threatening inevitabilities: nuclear annihilation, global warming, overpopulation. Overwhelmed by these
horizons, we live in an ever broadening present. In identifying the prevailing mood of the post-World War II
decade as that of "latency," Gumbrecht returns to the era when this change in the pace and structure of time
emerged and shows how it shaped the trajectory of his own postwar generation.

Those born after 1945, and especially those born in Germany, would have liked nothing more than to put the
catastrophic events and explosions of the past behind them, but that possibility remained foreclosed or just
out of reach. World literatures and cultures of the postwar years reveal this to have been a broadly shared
predicament: they hint at promises unfulfilled and obsess over dishonesty and bad faith; they transmit the
sensation of confinement and the inability to advance.

After 1945 belies its theme of entrapment. Gumbrecht has never been limited by narrow disciplinary
boundaries, and his latest inquiry is both far-ranging and experimental. It combines autobiography with
German history and world-historical analysis, offering insightful reflections on Samuel Beckett and Paul
Celan, detailed exegesis of the thought of Martin Heidegger and Jean Paul Sartre, and surprising reflections
on cultural phenomena ranging from Edith Piaf to the Kinsey Report. This personal and philosophical take
on the last century is of immediate relevance to our identity today.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new
book After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Shirley Glover:

The event that you get from After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular After 1945: Latency as Origin of the
Present instantly.

Lydia Baum:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love After 1945: Latency
as Origin of the Present, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Russell Howell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present can give you a
lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have After 1945: Latency as Origin of the Present.
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